Glossary Engels
	A
	

	ALGOL
	Algorithmic language: a language developed for mathematical and scientific purposes

	Algorithm
	A prescribed set of well-defined rules or instructions for the solution to a problem

	Alphanumeric
	Used to describe data that contains numbers and letters

	B
	

	Bit-mapped
	Describing the image displays on a computer screen whereby each pixel corresponds to one or more bits in memory

	BIX
	Byte Information Exchange: an online service

	Boolean algebra
	An algebra closely related to logic in which the symbols do not represent arithmetic quantities.

	Bus network
	A network topology which is non-cyclic with all nodes connected.  Traffic travels in both directions and some kind of arbitration is needed to determine which terminal can use the network at any one time.

	C
	

	Circuit
	A combination of electrical devices and conductors that form a conducting path.

	Compile
	Interpret a source program or a list of instructions in symbolic language.

	Compiler
	A program which converts source programs into machine code.  Each high-level language has its own compiler

	D
	

	Decision support system
	System designed to aid managers in day-to-day operational decisions ( computerized)

	Dialling up
	Using a modern to connect a terminal of PC to a remote computer

	DIP
	Document Image-Processing

	E
	

	Expert system
	A system built for problem solving which tries to emulate the skills of a human expert.  The result of study in the field of artificial intelligence.

	F
	

	FDD
	Floppy Disk Drive

	File encryption
	A security method whereby an algorithm is used to scramble the data before it is written to disk to prevent unauthorized users reading the data directly from the disk.

	Flowchart
	A diagram or a sequence of steps which represent the solution to a problem.  Arrows are used to show the sequence of events.


	I
	

	Interface
	A common boundary between two systems, devices or programs.

	ISDN
	Integrated Services Digital Network: a concept developed by PTTs providing one network to transmit al forms of signal traffic.

	L
	

	LISP
	List processing: a programming language disgned for the manipulation of non-numeric data. It is commonly used in artificial intelligence research.

	Loop
	A sequence of instructions that is repeated until a certain condition is reached.

	N
	

	Node
	Either a point in a network where communications lines are interconnected, or where a workstation or a mainframe computer is attached.

	O
	

	OCR
	Optical Character Recognition: a progress in which a machine scans, recognizes and encodes information printed or typed in alphanumeric characters.

	P
	

	Platform
	A generic term for different types of computer system

	S
	

	Smart card
	A card containing a microchip which can be used to store large amounts of information.

	SQL
	Structured Query Language

	String
	A sequence of bytes

	T
	

	Tag
	A code used in word processing or DTP to denote a feature of a document, such as bold type, the start of a paragraph, or an index word.

	V
	

	Virus
	A self-replicating program, usually designed to damage the system on which it lands

	W
	

	Worm
	An entirely self-replicating virus which is not hardware dependent.


