TENSES

REVISION EXERCISES ON THE TENSES

SUPPLY THE CORRECT TENSE: SIMPLE PRESENT OR PRESENT CONTINUOUS 

Ships (travel) ... from Southampton to New York in four or five days.
Ships travel from Southampton to New York in four or five days.

She is obsessed. She (forever/talk) ... about tenses.
She is obsessed. She is forever talking about tenses.

He usually (drink) ... coffee, but today he (drink) ... tea.
He usually drinks coffee, but today he's drinking tea.

The last train (leave) ... the station at 11.30 p.m.
The last train leaves the station at 11.30 p.m.
I won't go out now as it (rain) ... and I (not/have) ... an umbrella.
I won't go out now as it is raining and I don't have an umbrella.

How you (get) ... to work as a rule? I usually (go) ... by bus, but tomorrow I (go) ... in Tim's car.
How do you get to work as a rule? I usually go by bus, but tomorrow I am going in Tim's car.

FILL IN THE CORRECT TENSE: SIMPLE PAST OR PAST CONTINUOUS
Mr Smith never (wake) ... up in time in the mornings and always (get) ... into trouble for being late; so one day he (go) ... to town and (buy) ... an alarm clock.

Mr Smith never woke up in time in the mornings and always got into trouble for being late; so one day he went to town and bought an alarm clock.
To get home he (have to) ... go through a field where a badtempered bull usually (graze) ... .
To get home he had to go through a field where a badtempered bull usually grazed. 
This bull (usually/not chase) ... people unless something (make) ... him angry. Unfortunately, as Mr Smith (cross) ... the field, his alarm clock (go) ... off.
This bull usually didn't chase people unless something made him angry. Unfortunately, as Mr Smith was crossing the field, his alarm clock went off.

This (annoy) ... the bull, who immediately (begin) ... to chase Mr Smith.
This annoyed the bull who immediately began to chase Mr Smith.

Mr Smith (carry) ... an open umbrella as it (rain) ... slightly. He (throw) ... the umbrella to the ground and (run) ... away as fast as he could.
Mr Smith carried an open umbrella as it was raining slightly. He threw the umbrella to the ground and ran away as fast as he could.", "Mr Smith was carrying an open umbrella as it was raining slightly. He threw the umbrella to the ground and ran away as fast as he could.

The bull (stop) ... and (begin) ... to attack the umbrella. While he (do) ... this, Mr Smith (escape) ... .
The bull stopped and began to attack the umbrella. While he was doing this , Mr Smith escaped.

FILL IN THE CORRECT TENSE: SIMPLE PAST, PRESENT PERFECT OR PRESENT PERFECT CONTINUOUS 

I (buy) ... this in Bond Street. ? How much (you/pay) ... for it? ? I (pay) ... £10.

I've bought this in Bond Street. How much did you pay for it? I paid £10."}

I (lose) ... my black gloves. (You/see) ... them anywhere? No, I am afraid I ... When (you/last/wear) ... them? ? I(wear) ... them at the theatre last night. ? Perhaps you (leave) ... them there.
I 've lost my black gloves. Have you seen them anywhere? No, I am afraid I haven't. When did you last wear them? I wore them at the theatre last night. Perhaps you left them there.

Do you know the lady who just (leave) ... the shop?
Do you know the lady who has just left the shop?
He (serve) ... in the First World War. When (that war/begin) ...?
He served in the First World War. When did that war begin?
That boy (eat) ... seven ice creams since he arrived.
That boy has eaten seven ice-creams since he arrived."

We (walk) ... for three hours.
We have been walking for three hours.", "We have walked for three hours.

June (buy) ... a car three weeks ago.
June bought a car three weeks ago.
The Chinese (invent) ... printing.
The Chinese invented printing.

When (you/give up) ... smoking?
When did you give up smoking?

My bicycle isn't here anymore. Somebody (take) ... it.
My bicycle isn't here anymore. Somebody has taken it.

I (write) ... ten letters since breakfast.
I 've written ten letters since breakfast.

You must wake her! She (sleep) ... for ten hours!
You must wake her! She has been sleeping for ten hours!

John isn't in. He (go) ... to the pictures again although he (go) ... twice already this week
John isn't in. He went to the pictures again although he has gone twice al ready this week.", "John isn't in. He has gone to the pictures again although he has gone twice already this week.

He (learn) ... to drive for seven years now, but he (still/not pass) ... his driving test.
He has been learning to drive for seven years now, but he still hasn't passed his driving test.

They (build) ... that bridge for seven months, but they (not finish) ... yet.
They have been building that bridge for seven months, but they haven't finished yet.
FILL IN THE CORRECT TENSE: SIMPLE PAST, PRESENT PERFECT OR PRESENT PERFECT CONTINUOUS 

It is the beginning of the winter holiday period. London Airport is surrounded by thick fog. Two strangers meet at the departure lounge.

A: Excuse me, is this seat taken?B: No, go ahead.
Thanks. You (wait) ... long? Thanks. Have you been waiting long?
Yes, since the fog (start) ... Yes, since the fog started.
When they (stop) ... outgoing flights? When did they stop outgoing flights?
At about 4.30 this afternoon. How long you (wait) ...? At about 4.30 this afternoon. How long have you been waiting?

Oh, I (only .just/arrive) ... . I (come) ... by taxi and it (be) ... so foggy on the roads that I (nearly not/get) ... here at all. Oh, I have only just arrived. I came by taxi and it was so foggy on the roads that I nearly didn't get here at all.

Yes, I (never/see) ... it so foggy and I (never/know) ... the authorities to close the airport since we (have) ... that bad winter ten years ago.

Yes, I have never seen it so foggy and I have never known the authorities to close the airport since we had that bad winter ten years ago.
When you (expect) ... to take off? When did you expect to take off?

I (expect) ... to take off 7 hours ago, but I (sit) ... here drinking coffee since they (announce) ... there would be no more departures till further notice.

I expected to take off 7 hours ago, but I have been sitting here drinking coffee since they announced there would be no more departures till further notice.
You (ever/have) ... to wait so long before?

Have you ever had to wait so long before?
No! I (never/wait) ... more than two hours since I (start) ... travelling by plane when I (be) ... 12 years old. It’s ridiculous

No! I have never waited more than two hours since I started travelling by plane when I was 12 years old. It's ridiculous
Mm. I (only/fly) ... before, so this waiting is new for me too. 
Mm. I have only flown once before, so this waiting is new for me too.
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FILL IN THE CORRECT TENSE : SIMPLE PAST PAST PERFECT OR PAST PERFECT CONTINUOUS 

By the time he left school, he (learn) ... English and French. While he (be) ... at University, he (learn) ... Greek and Spanish. 
By the time he left school, he had learnt English and French. While he was  at University, he learnt Greek and Spanish."}

They (be) ... very late. The Beethoven Ninth (be played) ... by the time they reached the concert hall. They (be) ... very much disappointed to find they (miss) ... it. 
They were very late. The Beethoven Ninth had been played by the time they  reached the concert hall. They were very much disappointed to find they had missed it.
Yesterday afternoon, Rosalind (buy) ... a new evening frock because her old one (be eaten) ... by the moths. 
Yesterday afternoon, Rosalind bought a new evening frock because her old one had been eaten by the moths.
In May last year, Paul (win) ... a big prize in the National Lottery, part of which (be) ... a new house near the sea. Paul, who previously (be) ... rather poor, (be) ... overjoyed with this good fortune, but (be determined) ... not to be foolish with the money. He (move) ... his family out of their flat, (set) ... aside some money for new clothes, a long holiday, and so on, and (invest) ... the remainder. He (learn) ... wisdom from the sad case of Harris, who (win) ... a similar lottery two years before and (spend) ... all the money within nine months. 

In May last year, Paul won a big prize in the National Lottery, part of which was a new house near the sea. Paul, who previously had been rather poor, was overjoyed with his good fortune, but he was determined not to be foolish with the money. He moved his family out of their flat, set aside some money for new clothes, a long holiday, and so on, and invested the remainder. He had learnt wisdom from the sad case of Harris, who had won a similar lottery two years before and had spent all the money within nine months.
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FUTURE TENSES 

Excuse me, sir, the bar (close) ... in a few minutes. 
Excuse me sir, the bar is closes in a few minutes.
"Excuse me sir, the bar is closing in a few minutes.",

"Excuse me sir, the bar is will close in a few minutes."}
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You (be) ... the first to be told. 
You will be the first to be told.
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The new bridge (be) ... opened this summer, when the Queen (make) ... a speech. 
The new bridge is to be opened this summer, when the Queen is making a speech.",
"The new bridge will be opened this summer, when the Queen makes a speech."

"The new bridge is to be opened this summer, when the Queen makes a speech.", "The new bridge will be opened this summer, when the Queen is making a speech."}

The Prime Minister (talk) ... on TV tonight. 
The Prime Minister is talking on TV tonight.",

"The Prime Minister is to talk on TV tonight.
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You've just missed the last train! Never mind, I (walk) ... . 
You've just missed the last train! Never mind, I 'll walk.
That (cost) ... a pretty penny. 
That will cost a pretty penny.
According to the timetable we (leave) ... on Tuesday. 
According to the timetable we leave on Tuesday.
Such a beautiful weather we're having! It (be) ... not again today. 
Such a beautiful weather we're having! It is going to be hot again today.",

"Such a beautiful weather we're having! It will be hot again today."
Your children (stay) ... here until I come back. 
Your children will stay here until I come back.
I see you've bought Joyce's Ulysses. (You/really/read) ... it? 
"I see you've bought Joyce's Ulysses. Will you really read it?",

"I see you've bought Joyce's Ulysses. Are you really going to read it?"}

When (you/do) ... your shopping? 
When will you do your shopping?", "When will you be doing your shopping?",

"When are you doing your shopping?", "When are you going to do?"
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There is going to be a bus strike. Everyone (walk) ... to work next week. 

There is going to be a bus strike. Everyone will walk to work next week.",
"There is going to be a bus strike. Everyone will be walking to work next week.", "There is going to be a bus strike. Everyone is going to walk to work next week.
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FUTURE TENSES : FILL IN THE MISSING FORMS 

It's Monday morning. The Cooper family are having breakfast.
I (go) ... into town this morning, James. Sarah (meet) ... me at 10 o'clock and we (do) ... some shopping. You (do) ... anything at 12.30? Perhaps we can have lunch together. 

I am going into town this morning, James. Sarah is meeting me at 10 o'clock and we are going to do some shopping."}

Well, I (see) ... a client at 12.30, but we (probably/finish) ... by one o'clock. That (be) ... too late for you? 
Well, I'm seeing a client at 12.30, but we will probably have finished by 
one o'clock. Will that be too late for you?
No, that's fine. Where we (go) ...? 
No, that's fine. Where will we go?
How about the Steak House or do you think it (be) ... too crowded? 
How about the Steak House or do you think it will be too crowded?
No, there (not/be) ... many people there at this time of the year. 
No, there won't be many people there at this time of the year.
You (go) ... anywhere near the bank? 
Are you going anywhere near the bank?
Yes, I (call) .... in there actually. 
Yes, I 'm calling in there actually.
What time do you think you (get) ... there? 
What time do you think you will get there?
Well, I (start) ... in Commercial Street. We (probably/spend) ... an hour in the shops. Then I expect we (have) ... coffee somewhere, so I (probably/reach) ... the bank at about 11.30. Why? 
Well, I'm starting in Commercial Street. We will probably spend an hour in the shops. Then I expect we'll have coffee somewhere, so I will probably reach the bank at about 11.30."
Well, the manager (expect) ... to see me this afternoon, but I (not/be)... able to keep to the appointment. Can you cancel it? 
Well, the manager is expecting to see me this afternoon, but I won't be able to keep to the appointment.
You (make) ... another appointment? 
Will you make/Are you going to make another appointment?
Daddy, when are we going to have a break?

Sally and John are taking their two children, Richard and Maurice, on a touring holiday round France and Spain. They've been driving for 5 hours.
We (stop) ... for 10 minutes when we (pass) ... through the next town. We (have) ... a break as soon as we (find) a café. 
"We will stop for 10 minutes when we pass through the next town. We will have a break as soon as we find a café.", "We will stop for 10 minutes when we pass through the next town. We will have a break as soon as we have found a café.", "We will stop for 10 minutes when we have passed through the next town. We will have a break as soon as we find a café.", "We will stop for 10 minutes when we have passed through the next town. We will have a break as soon as we have found a café."
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I'm hungry. When are we going to eat?

We (have) ... a snack before we (get) ... on to the motorway, but we (not/stop) ... for a proper meal till we (reach) ... Marseilles. 
 "We 'll have a snack before we get on to the motorway, but we won't stop for a proper meal till we reach Marseilles.", "We 'll have a snack before we get on to the motorway, but we won't stop for a proper meal till we ha’ve reached Marseilles.
But I (be) ... really hungry by the time we (get) ... to Marseilles. 
But I shall be really hungry by the time we get to Marseilles.",

"But I will be really hungry by the time we get to Marseilles."}
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As soon as we (find) ... a café we (buy) ... some bread and meat. Then you (be) ... able to have some sandwiches before we (reach) ... Marseilles. 
As soon as we have found a café we will buy some bread and meat. Then you will be able to have some sandwiches before we reach Marseilles.", "As so on as we find a café we will buy some bread and meat. Then you will be able to have some sandwiches before we reach Marseilles.
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As soon as we (book) ... into the hotel in Marseilles, we (find) ... a nice restaurant near the harbour. .Then we (go) ... for a walk round the seafront when we (have) ... a meal. 
As soon as we have booked into the hotel in Marseilles, we will find a nice restaurant near the harbour. Then we'll go for a walk round the seafront when we have had a meal.
And by the time we (do) ... all that, you two (be) ... ready for bed. 
And by the time we have done all that, you two will be ready for bed
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